the names of the others who may have rejected our Savior’s
invitation or who, perhaps, became disciples only temporarily;
but it is probable that then as now a great many appeals
were necessary to make one disciple. We should learn from
this incident of the calling of Matthew that when divine
grace encounters a responsive, docile soul, it can work a very
rapid and profound transformation. No one while he lives
is to be despaired of, for there is no condition of life nor
state of soul that God cannot turn to account for His
kingdom. Let us resolve, then, to pray with greater earnest-
ness that sinners may have the grace of repentance, and
that we ourselves may respond with eagerness and sincerity
when Jesus invites us to a closer imitation and a more
perfect union with Him.

Great St. Matthew, obtain for me a sincere and magnanimous
heart. I also wish to accept the invitation of Jesus to a new
life of greater humility, self-denial, and prayerfulness; help me
to conquer my selfishness, so that, like you, I may follow Jesus
with joy and as you did attract others also to His service.

JULY 1

The Precious Blood of Our Savior
Y

(See Festivals and Saints, p. 818)
JULY 2

The Visitation of Our Lady to St. Elizabeth
Y
(See Festivals and Saints, p. 820)
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JULY 3

The Question of Fasting
Y

“Now they said to him, ‘Why do the disciples of John fast so
often and make supplications and likewise those of the Phari-
sees, whereas thy disciples eat and drink?’” (Lk. 5:33).

The calling of St. Matthew marks the beginning of new diffi-
culties for our Savior. The Pharisees, angered that Jesus should
associate with publicans and even call one of them to the
apostolate, now for the first time- make an open attack on
Him. The feast given by St. Matthew in Jesus’ honor was,
perhaps, the occasion of the complaint recorded by St. Luke.

Good Jesus, help me to imitate Your gentleness and reasonable-
ness in the face of ill will and opposition.

Our Savior is here reproached for not obliging His
disciples to fast and pray as John the Baptist had done and
as the Pharisces were demanding of their disciples. It is
true that the recitation of prayers and the observance of fasts
are important practices of the spiritual life. It is equally true,
however, that along with a full exercise of prayer and
fasting one can still be far removed from interior perfec-
tion, as the disciples of John and the Pharisees show in
their complaint on this occasion. Jesus, far from condemning
fasting in itself, will later give precepts on this subject, and
His disciples will fast according to His example; but this
was not the time, He said in effect on this occasion, to
prescribe rules for fasting. “Can you make the wedding
guests fast)” asked our Savior, “as long as the bridegroom is
with them?”
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Such was the case that moment. The Savior was the
Messias, who had come to espouse the Church and in her
all mankind. His disciples were His companions, His attend-
ants, as it were, called to share in the joy of the betrothal.
It was becoming, then, that they should rejoice; to mourn
would have implied that the Messias, the bridegroom of
Israel, had not yet come. The Pharisces might have found
the key to our Savior’s imagery in the words of Isaias
referring to the union of Christ with the Church: Thou shalt
forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt remember no more
the reproach of thy widowhood. The disciples of John
might have recalled the same figure as used by their master:
“He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of
the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices exceed-
ingly at the voice of the bridegroom. This my joy, therefore,
is made full”

In this same instruction, furthermore, Jesus showed by a
parable that the spirit which commonly dictated observance
of the Old Law would not suffice in the New Dispensation;
one cannot safely patch an old garment with new cloth;
. new vessels must be prepared for the new wine, namely, His
law and His spirit. Later, after the work of our Redemption
had been completed, when the Apostles will be filled with
the Holy Spirit and transformed by Him, then they will
fast and with a.higher motive than that which now prompted
the fasting of the Pharisees. We should observe also how
kindly Jesus made excuse for those who had come to Him
with the complaint, especially for the disciples of John. They
did not understand the Gospel, they found it strange, our
Savior tactfully implied, because they were accustomed to
the Old Law: “And no man after drinking the old wine
immediately desires new; for he says, “The old is better.”
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Thus gently did Jesus admonish the partisans of the Old
Dispensation to guard against attachment to habit and not
to condemn as bad all that was new.

Lord Jesus, I adore the perfections You manifested on this oc-
casion: Your calm and patient gentleness before an indelicate
and offensive complaint, Your moderation and reasonableness
in dealing with Your own followers as well as with Your
enemies, Your readiness to make allowance for those who
_opposed You.

JULY 4

The Sabbath: The Ears of Grain
¥

“Now it came to pass on the second first Sabbath, that he was
going through standing grain, and his disciples were plucking
and eating the ears of grain, rubbing them with their hands.
But some of the Pharisees said to them, ‘Why are you doing
what is not lawful on the Sabbath?’” (Lk. 6:1, 2)

One Sabbath day, during His early ministry in Galilee, as Jesus
and His disciples were following a path which bordered or
cut across a cornfield, the disciples, to allay their hunger,
plucked some ears of grain and shelled them in their hands.
For this they were blamed by the Pharisees.

Divine Savior, teach me how to apply right principles W1th due
regard for circumstances, times, and persons.

. It does not seem that our Savior shared His disciples’
little repast, but with sweetness and condescension, He per-
mitted them this small gratification. The simplicity and
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against charity and mercy, Jesus quoted to them the reproach
and the admonition of the prophet Osee, “I desire mercy
and not sacrifice.”

In this episode, an instance of the Sabbath controversy, we
see our divine Savior magnificently revealed as Lord and
Lawgiver with an authority wholly divine, and manifesting
again the benevolence of His Sacred Heart, which makes
due allowance for circumstances, times, and persons in the
application of His precepts. We find Him once more fear-
lessly confronting His adversaries and clearly defining the
issue between Himself and them by invoking His supreme
authority over the Temple, the Law, and the entire Old
Testament.

Lord Jesus, help me to know when it is right to be fearless and
outspoken. Let me not make concessions detrimental to truth
and justice for fear of giving offense; nor through timidity
and false prudence seek to please in order to avoid conflict.
Teach me how to be, like You, reserved and discreet or
courageous and firm at the right time.

JULY 5

The Man With the Withered Hand
Y

“And it came to pass on another Sabbath that he entered the
synagogue and taught. And a man was there and his right
hand was withered” (Lk. 6:6).

Represent to yourself Jesus in the synagogue on the Sabbath.
Before Him is a man with a withered hand; surrounding them
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He did so and it was restored, as sound as the other. The
triumph of Jesus in this controversy and their own humilia-
tion before so large an audience, as well as the striking
miracle, thoroughly exasperated the Pharisees. But they were
filled with fury, St. Luke tells us, and began to discuss
among themselves what they should do to Jesus. Their hatred
even drove them to ally themselves with the Herodians, their
own enemies and enemies of their nation, in conspiring
against Jesus.

As for our Savior Himself, this increased hostility prompted
Him to retire with His disciples to Lake Tiberias whither
a large crowd followed Him, bringing their sick and
possessed. He healed many, records St. Mark, so that as many
as had ailments were pressing upon him to touck him. And
the unclean spirits, whenever they beheld him, fell down
before him and cried out, saying, “Thou art the Son of
God” And he charged them strictly not to make him
known. Again, it would appear that our Savior takes care
not to provoke His adversaries unnecessarily. We are
rightly repelled by the perfidious conduct of the Pharisees
in this incident, but we also see even more clearly revealed
the goodness and the mildness of the Heart of Jesus. Even
in His indignation He did not forget His mercy. Always
He deigns to answer and to instruct; and the miracle He
worked on this occasion was not meant to excite antagonism.
On the contrary, He withdrew after this cure of the man
with the withered hand to spare His foes the sight of any
further cures, and so prevent them from incurring an even
more severe judgment than that which already awaited them.
Divine Savior, truly did Isaias say of You, The bruised reed

he shall not break, and smoking flax he shall not quench; he

shall bring forth judgment unto truth. This is true of You,
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good Jesus, in Your treatment not only of afflicted and re-
pentant sinners, but also of Your enemies. You do not dispute
violently with them nor overwhelm and destroy them by Your
power; but with divine patience and long-suffering You with-
draw from them, that they may have time for reflection and
repentance, or at least may not add to their guilt. Help me,
Lord Jesus, to be more like You.

JULY 6

Sermon on the Mount: The Eight Beatitudes
Y

“And seeing the crowds, he went up the mountain. And when
he was seated, his disciples came to him. And opening his
mouth he taught them” (Mt, 5:1).

See the great crowds surrounding Jesus and listening in rapt
silence as He delivers His great Sermon on the Mount.

Divine Savior, impart to me Your wisdom, that in thought, word,
and deed I may obey the law of grace rather than the law
of nature,

The crowd arranged themselves in a grassy plain about
Jesus who was seated, as a master instructing his pupils.
Then, looking upon His disciples, since it was for them
especially that He would speak, Jesus delivered one of the
greatest discourses ever uttered by human lips. The Sermon
on the Mount forms a complement to the Law promulgated
on another mountain, Mount Sinai. There God spoke amid
thunder and lightning and to only one privileged member
of His people. Here, familiarly seated among His own in a
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woodland setting of peace and calm, our Savior revealed to
His listeners and through them to the world the central
truths regarding the Christian spirit, the very heart of the
Gospel. Instead of the dread voice commanding, “Thou
shalt,” as on Mount Sinai, our Lawgiver now repeats again
and again, “Blessed,” that is, “Happy,” are you, if . .
Already the sweetness of the New Law of grace and love
was replacing the spirit of severity and fear which prevailed
under the Old.

The ecight beatitudes are general maxims of Christian
morality and perfection, the basic principles of the kingdom
of Jesus Christ as opposed to the kingdom of this world;
and also to the ideas and hopes which the Chosen People had
conceived regarding the kingdom of the Messias. As embody-
ing Christian moral doctrine, the beatitudes show us both
the goal of life, which is eternal happiness, and the various
virtues whereby we advance toward the goal. They do not
in themselves constitute perfect happiness, but they guide us
toward it and give us, as it were, a foretaste of eternal bliss.
It may also be said that the eight beatitudes comprise a
summary of the entire Sermon on the Mount, for the dis-
course which follows the proclamation of them only develops
their implications.

The beatitudes concern the acts of the principal virtues
whereby in the life of every day we prepare our eternal
happiness; yet they are possessed of such perfection that they
seem to flow from the Gifts rather than from the virtues.
This' preparation which we daily make for eternity is both
negative, that is, concerned with the removal of obstacles,
and positive, that is, concerned with the performance of
works which will lead us to perfection. The first three
beatitudes, on poverty, meekness, and mourning, speak of
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ments of anger and vengeance which represent our inclination
to claim our rights by force and exact requital for injustice
committed against us.

Divine Savior, help me to understand the meaning of Christian
meekness.

Meekness, like poverty of spirit, implies conflict; indeed, it
is in the effort to gain poverty of spirit that meekness is born.
This virtue is not synonymous with want of energy, passive-
ness, lack of spirit or character; it is not a negative quality.
The meekness that we think of with contempt is not meek-
ness at all, but a caricature of it, a counterfeit, deriving from
natural weakness and want of character or conviction. Some
of the external traits of weakness and meekness are, or seem
to be, identical; but the sources from which they respectively
derive are as far apart as heaven and earth. One springs
from divinely infused virtue, the other from the uncultivated
earth of man’s fallen nature. Insofar as we are weak we
shall never acquire the virtue of meekness, for if we have
not the strength to resist outward pressure, we shall not be
able to withstand the pressure from within.

They alone who have been made strong by faith and
prayer and the grace of the sacraments can acquire that self-
control which yields the beautiful flower of meekness. The
battle we must wage to gain this virtue is with the self-
assertive, aggressive forces within our own selves; and just
as our conflict will be in proportion to the strength of these
powers of our nature, so also will be the brightness and
beauty of the virtue that will result from our victory. Inde-
pendence, determination, strength of will, anger, the sense
of responsibility are all necessary equipment for the Chris-
tian, but these powers are given us to fight for God and
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against our corrupt nature. The virtue of meekness represents

the control of these strong forces, so that they may be

directed exclusively against our one real enemy in the one
battle worth waging.

Christian meekness has for recompense the earth, that is,
the kingdom of the Messias in the Church on earth and,
after this life, in heaven. Only they who practice the virtue
of mildness shall gain heaven for themselves and for others;
because our Savior did not will to found and establish His
kingdom on exterior power or military force, but upon
humble and patient persistence in the path of virtue and
right. Such is the character of Jesus Himself and of His
Church, and such also is the way of sharing in His king-
dom and of belonging to Him. Moreover, nothing so wins
the esteem and love of our fellow men and the friendship
of God as the practice of Christian meekness. There is in
it a great dignity, a true intellectual superiority, an extraordi-
nary mastery over the will; and it offers a manifest proof
of the presence of patience, submissiveness, and humility. This
is why it wins for us not only the hearts of men, but the
Heart of God Himself. In this sense, also, the meek possess
the earth, or the land of promise; for they are at once the
favorites and the masters of earth and heaven.

Lord Jesus, when I consider the meekness of Your Sacred Heart,
I think with shame and sorrow of my own heart, so unlike
Yours. The least word or deed that thwarts me arouses trouble
and disquiet within me. Help me to acquire Your spirit and
forever to remove sinful anger and petty vengeance from my
thoughts and conduct. In all contradictions help me to imitate
Your own unchanging meekness.
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renunciations, and brings to man’s entire nature full'and
perfect blessedness. Our Savior's own words give us the
assurance of this: “zhey shall be comforted,” He promised,
that is, in body and soul, according to the measure of their
mourning here below. God will be made known to them
as the Comforter of those who suffer, a knowledge that is
gained only upon the condition of suffering. They who have
never wept will never know what it is for God to wipe away
all tears from their eyes. “Blessed are you who weep now,”
said our Savior, “for you shall laugh”; that is, “your joys
shall never end.”

The great benefits of this holy sadness are that it cstab—
lishes our hearts in God and directs their aspirations toward
eternal goods; that it shields us from the vanity of this world;
that it increases our merits for heaven and assures us even
here below of solid consolation. The practice of this beatitude
opens our eyes to the perils and evils with which this life
abounds both for us and for our neighbor; and it inspires in
us the charitable impulse to go to the aid of our brethren
who suffer precisely because of the disastrous effects of the
joy that is in opposition to the third beatitude. Indulgence
in this world’s pleasures easily leads to dissipation of spirit,
to indifference toward the things of eternity and the super-
natural, even to forgetfulness of God and then, as a con-
sequence, to all the evils which accompany these disorders.
But the sadness to which Jesus refers in the third beatitude
has the latent power of bringing to those who understand it
and apply it, not meaningless pain, but blessedness, that is,
happiness in time and eternity.

O Jesus, preserve me from that vain joy which dissipates the
mind and rebels against due restraint and which causes me
to lose in a short time .the fruit of long effort. Help me to
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remain recollected in the midst of my duties and detached
from the world when I am dealing with it. To this end,
with the help of Your grace which I beg our Mother of
Sorrows to obtain for me, I am resolved to apply myself more
earnestly to the practice of silence and prayer.

JULY 10

The Seckers of Perfection
v

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for justice, for they
shall be satisfied” (Mt. 5:6).

The blessed of this beatitude are they who hunger and thnrst
for holiness.

Divine Master, make me understand that I can be really happy
only insofar as I love virtue and hunger to practice it.

If the first three beatitudes, basing our life upon the spirit
of poverty and upon meekness and mourning, were taken
alone as the foundation of the spiritual life, we should have
too negative an idea of our Christian vocation. The test of
the rightness of our observance of these beatitudes, however,
is the fourth beatitude. If the soul who practices poverty,
meekness, and mourning has kept, throughout, a wholesome
appetite for spiritual things, it is in a healthy condition and
ready for further development under the laws of the other
beatitudes. The hunger and thirst of the fourth beatitude,
then, are to be interpreted as a lively aspiration toward vir-
tue, toward perfection, by the use of the means which our
faith places at our disposal. “Not by bread alone does man
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by our profession to seek after holiness, this quest for

" sanctity should become the exclusive aim of our entire life,

not only as pursuing our true good, but also as fulfilling

an obligation. . :

My good Jesus, deign to make clear to me my real dispositions
at this moment. I fear that, because I have been in Your
service for many years, I am inclined to think I may oc- .
casionally seek my ease and be less submissive, less docile and
mortified, less observant of silence and recollection than in
the earlier years of my religious life. Increase my desire to
become holy. Grant me a renewed spirit of fervor, so that
the nearer I approach the end of my life and the judgment,
the more zealously I may apply myself to the work of my
sanctification.

JULY 11

The Merciful
¥

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt. 5:7).

This beatitude regulates our dealings with the world of men,
that we may do well to them and they to us.

O Jesus, fill my heart with supernatural pity for the sufferings
of my fellow men in soul or body.

The fourth beatitude left us gazing toward heaven; the
fifth brings us back to earth. Gazing toward heaven even
with longing will not ensure our entrance there; for hunger-
ing and thirsting for God necessarily imply working for
Him. We do not come to the knowledge of God and to
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selves are constantly receiving it both from God and even

from our fellow men? :
The blessing promised for showing mercy is that we shall

obtain it. Above all, we shall find in God an indulgent

Judge, for He is Himself the Father of mercies, whose ways

are mercy and truth. The merciful He will visit with His

consolations, He will hear their prayers and strengthen
them in the performance of good works. This gracious pro-
tection He Himself promises through the prophet Isaias:

When thou shalt pour out thy soul to the hungry and shalt

satisfy the afflicted soul, then shall thy light rise up in dark-

ness and thy darkness shall be as the noonday. And the

Lord will give thee rest continually and will fill thy soul

with brightness, and deliver thy bones, and thou shalt be

like a watered garden, and like a fountain of water whose
waters shall not fail.

O my God, I thank You for Your great mercies to my soul.
You are the Good Shepherd who leaves the flock in the
desert to seek the lost sheep. You are the woman who diligently
searches for her lost drachma. You are the Father overjoyed
at the recovery of an erring but well-loved son. Let the mem-
ory of all Your mercies and the thought of Your present
goodness lead me to love and serve You alone and my neigh-
bor for Your sake. Let the kindness and mercy I show to
others ‘be as so many acts of gratitude to You.
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JULY 12

The Clean of Heart
9

“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God” (Mt. 5:8).

This cleanness of heart signifies both the purifying of the heart
as a prelude to the vision of God and that cleanness of mind
which is a kind of complement to the sight of God and the
result of the Gift of understanding. .

Divine Savior, make me worthy of that knowledge of You which
is granted to the pure of heart.

Purity means not only freedom from the sins of the flesh,
but that purity of the senses, of the heart, of thought and
intention, that simplicity and uprightness, which seeks God
directly and solely. Its attainment involves suppressing self-
love more and more in order to turn the energies of our
whole being toward God; for it is by union with God that
this purity receives its luster, just as crystal shines in its
full clarity when it is penetrated by the rays of the sun.
Negatively, then, purity consists in freedom from all sin;
positively considered, it means union with God. The motive
for trying to acquire the purity of the sixth beatitude is given
us in the promise of the Savior, “they shall see God.” These
words signify primarily the direct vision of God in eternity
where the pure of heart shall see Him face to face. The
necessary condition for seeing God is to be clean with a
purity of which not even the greatest saints can form an
adequate idea.

- The whole of Christian perfection is comprised in' the
purity of the sixth beatitude, for its observance requires a
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heart that is free from all affection that is unrelated to the
love of God. It is His will that we unite all our diverse loves
in one, single, undivided love of Him, so that His love
purifies and sanctifies all other affection. As long as there
remains in the soul any admixture of self-love, it cannot be
raised to the Beatific Vision. Even if we die in the state of
grace, we must still pass through the ordeal of purgatory
and be to some extent deprived of our Supreme Good, until
we are entirely cleansed of all impurity and are entirely
spotless in His eyes. Only if our hearts are truly pure will we
be admitted at death with no delay to the vision of God.
How important it is for us, then, to acquire while we are
still on earth not only the purity represented by sanctifying
grace, but also that in which divine love is unstained by
even the shadow of sclf-seeking! One result of our perfect
observance of the first commandment would be our readiness
to enter into eternal union with God at the very moment He
calls us to Himself. Every disposition in us which would
cause even the slightest delay means imperfect obedience to
the first and greatest commandment. Mortification of the
heart, which seems so difficult to practice, opens the gate
of heaven to us and leads us directly to eternal joy. We
shall see God only when our heart is purified, and our
vision of Him will be perfect in proportion as our heart is
pure. Even on earth pure hearts have a foretaste of eternal
happiness, because God communicates to them more abun-
dantly the treasures of His knowledge, love, and joy. He is
drawn to the pure by love, for in the mirror of a pure heart
He contemplates His own purity and His own beauty. And
so, on earth the clean of heart are the favorites and the
well-beloved of God; and in heaven they will behold Him

as He is.
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O God, grant me a great esteem and desire for perfect purity in
Your sight. Strengthen me in the practice of mortification,
temperance, and detachment. Dear Mary and Joseph, let your
holy names be on my lips and in my heart when I arise in the
morning and when I retire at night, so that under your pro-
tection I may serve God as you did in perfect virginal purity
of heart, soul, and body.

JULY 13

The Peacemakers
Y%

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children
of God” (Mt. 5:9).

The perfection of this beatitude is the establishing of peace in the
heart of our neighbor, whether between him and God or with
his fellow men. :

O Jesus, make me worthy of being the messenger of Your peace.

This beatitude is not for the beginner in the spiritual life.
Only if we have learned the lessons of the preceding six
beatitudes shall we succeed in this one. Our previous training
should have taught us three things: that God must ever be
first in our thoughts as our true End and the End of all
created things; that in order to live our true life we must
practice inner self-control; that we must blend compassion
and justice in our dealings with our fellow men, while, at
the same time, cleanness of heart keeps ever before us the
standards and aims befitting the ideal of the Beatific Vision.
Moreover, our efforts must first be directed to the establish-
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By establishing His reign within us, it makes us true children

of our Father, whom St. Paul calls the God of peace; it

makes us true brethren of Jesus who is the Prince of peace
and worthy members of the Church, which is the kingdom
of the peace of God.

O Jesus, grant me that ineffable peace of which You are the
Source. Help me to live habitually in the spirit of Your peace
with myself- and my neighbor, and to.be also Your faithful
instrument in bringing to others that lasting peace and tran-
quillity which You alone can impart to me.

JULY 14

The Persecuted
4

“Blessed are they who suffer persecution for justice’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:10).

This beatitude assures all Christians who endure persecution in
God’s cause the possession of the kingdom of heaven, if they
suffer with humility, love, and constancy.

Lord Jesus, grant me to attain to the perfection of Your eighth
beatitude. a ’

By persecution our Savior means all manifestations of
hostility, whether of sentiments, words, or actions. This He
Himself indicates in the words recorded by St. Luke: “Blessed
. shall you be when men hate you, and when they shut you
out, and reproach: you, and reject your name as evil, because
of the Son of Man.” And in iSt. Matthew we read, “Blessed
are you when men ‘reproach you, and persecute you and,
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speaking falsely, say all manner of evil against you, for my
sake.”” This hostility, however, will be undeserved on the
part of the servants of Jesus Christ and unjustified on the
part of their persecutors. Also, before it can be truly called
such, the persecution must be directed against the followers
of Christ in a cause involving acts of justice, of Christian
virtue, or of faith, that are being performed or defended
for His sake. A natural motive does not entitle one to the
promise of this beatitude, much less the commission of a
fault that would provoke or justify the opposition.

Although there is no need of seeking after persecution or
of exposing oneself to it, when it does come to us it should
be accepted and not evaded. Moreover, it should be endured
with patience, in a spirit of faith and humility, without
hatred, without the desire of taking vengeance upon one’s
persecutors, and without rebellion against God who permits
it. We should even make a strong effort to receive persecu-
tion with joy and eagerness, as a great privilege. Our Savior
Himself tells us to regard it as a great good, a blessing,
for He says to those who live under the law of the eighth
beatitude, “Rejoice and exult, because your reward is great
in heaven” While we may not be asked to give the testi-
mony of our blood, the words of St. Paul, All who want to
live piously in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution, show that
persecution is ever active and that it results inevitably from
the fact that one is living in opposition to the spirit of the
world.

There is a close connection between this last beatitude and
the first. The reward in both cases is the same: “theirs is -
the kingdom of heaven.” The subject matter of both is also
the same, namely, our external circumstances and surround-
ings. But while the first beatitude implies a struggle against
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the attraction of external goods, the last contemplates a very
different kind of contest. It is not against the attraction of
creatures that the battle must here be waged, but the reverse.
The things we once loved so much and strove against vic-
toriously have now, so to speak, risen against us. Failing
to win us, they now would wound us. This last and final
test by the fire of persecution is a confirmation of all the
beatitudes. One whose training in the other beatitudes has
done its work can now stand alone, with all the world
against him, and be happy. This is not because he is indif-
ferent to human appreciation and affection, but because he
has turned to God his Comforter and has learned to see
the true value and proportion of things in Him. The light
of heaven is about him and he fights in the sweet com-
panionship of One who will never forsake him, One who
discloses to him the joys and the endless vistas of the larger
and nobler life in the kingdom of heaven.

Help me to undeérstand, good Jesus, that persecution received and
endured in the spirit of Your last beatitude is precious, espe-
cially because of the kingdom of heaven. In the brightness of
this promised reward all the shadows of the struggle on earth
fade away into nothingness, O divine Savior, grant me, together
with Your Apostles and Your Church, a share in Your suffer-
ings, even to death if this be Your will, that I may share also
Your everlasting triumph.
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soul that He requires. He enters into the most secret recesses
of our being to cleanse and purify. All wicked thoughts,
evil desires, lies, covering themselves with formulas of justi-
fication, all the rottenness with which the whited sepulcher
of the pharisaical soul is filled, Jesus rejects and banishes
from our souls.
“O almighty and merciful Lord, favorably consider our prayers
and deliver our hearts from the temptation of evil thoughts,

that we may deserve to become worthy dwelling places of the
Holy Spirit” (Roman Missal).

JULY 16

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
¥

(See Festivals and Saints, p. 823)

JULY 17

Love of Neighbor
9

“You have heard that it was said, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor,
and shalt hate thy enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies”
(Mt. 5:43, 44).

Love of neighbor is a commandment of the Old as well as of the
New Law. In the Sermon on the Mount our Savior indicated
certain particulars wherein this precept is perfected under the
New Dispensation,
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nor a private judgment that is validly: motivated and bears
upon what is evident and manifest. The forbidden judgments
are those private judgments that are unjust and to which we
are ‘moved by a want of charity and an exaggerated esteem
of ourselves.: The exceptional force with which the sin of
rash judgment is denounced by our Savior's next words
should certainly deter us from committing it. He adds: “For
with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and
with what measure you measure, it shall be measured to
you.” Moreover, we are not in a position to make a just
judgment of others; we have neither sufficient light nor
the necessary holiness for this. Indeed, a rash judgment is
at the very least as culpable as the fault for which we con-
demn our neighbor, and very likely it is more culpable, as
the comparison of the beam and the mote recorded by St.
Matthew. would imply.

~ As an essentially positive command regarding the lovc of
neighbor, our Savior established the:general principle that we
should do to others as we desire them to do to us. We should
treat others as we desire to be treated: “Therefore all things,
whatever you would that men should do to you, even so do
you also to them.” The liberality with which we should inter-
pret this precept is indicated by our Savior’s counsel that-we
should give our brother not only what he asks but, more
generously, more than he asks, that is to say, good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, running over.

Jesus, my Redcemer, how truly royal and divine is Your daw! To
what sublime helghts it would elevate my soul! Enable me by
Youi- gracc to practice habitually forgetfulness of self and gen-
eroslty in ‘word and ‘deed toward my neighbor, whether friend

" or ‘eneriny. ‘To'live so on this earth, elevating and transforming
thus the less noble instincts of my nature, would surely be to

500 / JULY.17



105 / 81 A10f
‘ - -sumyioy pooS 1ea13
USAS WYY YSIM P[NOyS am ‘sijiS [eImieu JqEissp dIow
ssassod £y 383 1o ‘spoof [erodway 1o [emaids UL am Uey
Passa[q lowr SIE SIOYI0 LY 335 M USYM Inq ‘soSejueape
S19730 Jo snofesf 3q j0u ISnW oM :Asus jou 520p Aaavy
T Buidiqo jqe
-uoseas skem[e 3q P[NOYS A\ ‘sn w0y Japns 03 SUNpOU Ay
$I0410 Jet 91d oYEl Inq ‘sIAYI0 woiy sSuUIY [[e I9Pns U0yYs
ur ‘pue (58udAdI pIEMOY sasinduwr e ssoiddns ‘sioqio jo
$199J0p pUE SINEJ Y1 PIM 1e3q P[NOYS M ‘ST ey Isn S[[A
oy ‘pury st quaned st Aureq) ‘qed 1§ Aq paqusp St se
anuA ST Jo sonoead ay3 01 uonuane Jemonsed fed snux om
Ayureyd [eusagely uo LYY snsaf jo 1doosrd oy mof[oj oL

*>3es IoX 10j pue nox ur Joqygou Aur

Surao] w1 s10UWI puE AOW Ajrep noj aaoj Kews T 1eys 3ued ‘poH O
"poD 10§ pue poo Ul ‘U [
‘st Je “10quSI3U INO 340 03 PuE JRSWIE] $3A0] SH YIYM ut
Kem o3 ur ‘o3es umo SIE] 10j sSuly [[e A0qE POD A0 01 SN
sasodsip 1] *saniiA [ed13010313 21 A JO 1sarea1d o st yureyd

‘adoy pue Uarej INOYIM MO[3] 313y ISIXd jou ssop N ydnoyyy
*(§1:€1 10D 1) Jzeyo st 3soqd jo 15918218

sy Inq fearyy asa ‘Latreyd pue ‘adoy ‘yatej Ipiqe 313 O,

®
Aoy pusows]

81 A1nd

*399312d st 19YIE] A|uaAéaq.
ano se 109333d 3q 03 pue dFewt Jull mMOX jpskur ut 2onpoidas



81 x10l / 208

Appess oq asnux suonuayut poo8 :s3uzys gv saanpus ‘sSusyi v
sadoy ‘sSusys o saaangaq ‘sSuyz qp ynm sivaq * * * A1ty )

“paemaz Isn{ e $2A19021 pue Juop st pood UM poH

JUEY) p[noys am Inq {pajeyruny pue pawrejq de A5y UYM

30 Suoim Op SIAYI0 335 oM UIYM £110S 3q P[NOYS IM Y

oY1 yum sanolos nq ‘ssaupdynm 4an0 22104 j0u 50p

‘Buoim SurpAue I 519U A3 01 MO[s 3q pnOYS

am nq ‘Suoim st jeym jo saoidde oy panrwiad 3ou are

ap ‘ssuswdpn( GseI 10 SUOISISAE w0} I9AdU ‘snopidsns

JOU [NRISOASIP 3q J9AIU PNOYS A\ “SUONIE S JoqySisu Ino 03
uaa1g 2q 03 st uoneyddiaut yqissod 153q Y3 7102 o sYurys

-voissed Inoym skeme ng ‘Aressaddu st sup

usym soapsimo ure[dxs 10 s13YI0 ystuowpe 03 Sulim 3q

PINOYS A\ ‘PaAI3031 saumful JO 3snedsq 2FUdAIX J0F ISP ®
Jou 1o8ue 03 Kem A8 10U seop ALIeyd> :paYoaoid zou st

*201A13S JO UINIAI € JOJ YSIM OU M pue

edZ YSYJOsUN GUSWIYIENE IIDUIS ‘Uondepe Uensy) Amn
s paalss 2q pinoys Joqudpu o :Fusyaas-fias j0u St

'sn usAId sI

b} UOqM T ATV M JEq] umouy ayewr Jou UoneIIPISuOd

enxs 109dxs 10U ISNUX A\ ‘PRSP 3q j0U pnoys Lioyne jo
suonisod 10 9us13J01d JO SUONEISIJIUBW :snOMIqUY 10U St

*urej 1o Jouoy

[euosiad 103 30U 9ysusq SIY0 pue poo jo A10jF oy 10j

posn a1e syudpe ‘suSrr Ayueyd 23y "SI0 JO snomdwia
-uo> 10 jueSorre lou ‘St Y :dn paffnd 0u 51 AyvyD

“USAESY JO 1INOJ2I0J  se I snoy snoidiai

e ‘paejola lou st Areyd> aeym puy Aieyd sutede suls

Ad] 3q 03 A[P¥I[ 3¢ 213 QqUINY 3Ie 3SNOY € JO SIIqUISU

3y e Uy “Ansorsus§ eursiely [[e jo siseq o3 st Ajruny

os amds Lmunurwod jo uondNNsIp A noqe Suliq Aqipeas
asowr K1o[8utea pue apud se :snonuazasd 10u st harry)



sos / 61 x10l

*s191j10 3s1sse 01 Ayuom pue 3uladwod 3wod3q Kews ] 3812 05 ‘1]
fw pusure pnoys | A[erdadsa UM W MOYS €I0TABG SUIAI(Q
“famogip I A[uo PaAdIYIE 3q UL 9saq 1B ‘Yorym -

‘uoneAjes IO JoBUEPUS P[nod Aoy asnExq ‘SIYOEA IS[EY

iutede prenS Joyl U0 9q 01 SISIEAY SIH PpausEM snsaf ‘sapmy
-neag Y1 JO IUNOJY Y3 UO ISINOSIP 18213 SIE] JO 9502 Y3 JEIN
“(91:2 W) S2ydoad 3s7e3 Jo 1EMI,,

@
stoydoag s

61 A1n(

-uoistA oynesg Y Jo ssourddey Sunsepsad pue
ajqeyeadsun o ut sedponted 03 Lep suo paunssp pue ‘Apoq
paioes STE] Yam pay ‘poolq SIH £q posuesp ‘uog Jnox jo JESH
P3IoEg S UL SW 01 WAY) MOYS °sUs3I| pue aSewn Jnox Ul
opews ‘spuey Jnox jo 3jIom 3 SE ‘|Iey Jo safa o yam 1daoxd
wot uodn 30| 1943 pmoYs ] el 0 yuad puE UAIYIAIQ
fur o3 sjqeoaej s3upay pue siySnoy Q@IM w1 *fnreyd
[euastesy jo somoead oy Ul Apep mo18 few T e juei3 ‘poY O

-uryy Suipuane [8ue weiprens

sy Jouoy pue poH IO sfewrr oy JoqySpu STy UT 98

pnoys suo Yoey ‘uOREIs o3 anp Iouoy pue 103dsor a3

uRl 9A18 pue JpEswiy 0 Jouadns se s19Y30 UO 0Of P[nOYs
suok1oas “hpruny pue Kueyd qoq Jo IINUL IR ul

‘puswe

uoos [[im oy 3ey3 2doy pue wiy o} Aexd pnoys am ‘suonde

sty 10§ uonedoynsn{ puy 1o Isyioue nR Apuspnud jouued

am uayp “Apydus pue ssouzafes M PaAladal 3q pnoys

. 1oqyS8tou mo jo vonesynsnf 3y 03 SPUI} JIANEYM PUE PASII



The prime qualification, the infallible mark, which guaran-
tees the right to teach others, Jesus tells us in this portion
of the Sermon on the Mount, is conformity to the will of
God. The degree of this conformity in one’s life and works
reveals one’s true personality. Our words and actions have
their roots deep in our thoughts; so that, if the former are
to be in harmony with the divine good -pleasure, we must
always in our thoughts consult the will of God in preference
to our own. Then Jesus developed His theme by the com-
parison of the tree. It is by its fruits that we distinguish a
good tree from a bad one. Thorns and thistles cannot pro-
duce grapes and figs. Consequently, if our lives are to be
conformed to the will of God as'it is revealed in the Gospel,
they must carry the impress of the teachings of the Gospel,
adhered to from dcep interior conviction and with serious-
ness of purpose.

The real gravity and seriousness of this life had just been
alluded to by our Savior in the words preceding His warning
against false teachers: “Enter by the narrow gate. For wide
is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and
many there are who enter that way. How narrow the gate
and close the way that leads to life! And few there are who
find it” To restrain and discipline the liberty of the flesh
and the senses is one of the characteristics of the Christian
religion, whose laws in no way favor the tendencies of
corrupt nature. To be convinced of this, one needs only to
recall the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount. Self-renuncia-
tion and the serious disciplining of all unruly tendencies are
with good reason the marks by which we recognize the true
Christian. Our irregular appetites and our self-love which
urge us to seck the gratification of our natural inclinations
by avoiding humiliations and crosses may seem to us “harm-
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O Jesus, grant me the grace of performing my actions in the way
that will merit a recompense from You.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” our Savior
warns us, “shall enter the kingdom of heaven”” It is not
enough, then, to sigh after heaven, not enough even to
recognize in Jesus Christ our Lord and Master and to ask
for His grace. We must also respond to grace and put a
strong hand to the work of doing the will of God as He
makes it known to us. Fruitless desires, idle prayers, will not
open to us the gates of heaven; works also are necessary.
But let us not deceive ourselves with regard to these works.
Many which appear estimable to us and to human eyes are
valueless in the eyes of God. And even assuming that they
are really good works, they must also be rightly performed;
that is, in the love of God, according to His will, and for
His sake. :

In the love of God: that is, in the state of grace. A passion
that is nourished in the heart, a secret impurity, unresisted
feelings of hatred or aversion, jealousy of one’s neighbor,
serious scandal, calumny, or any grave injury that has not
been repaired —a single mortal sin which has not been
atoned for and effaced can annul all the good that we do.
And if we present ourselves to Jesus, offering Him the good
works done in this state, He tells us in this instruction the
response we may expect to hear from Him: “Depart from
me, you workers of iniquity.” In these words, first uttered
in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus revealed Himself for
the first time as Sovereign Judge.

According to His will: Works most holy in themselves,
most laborious, most brilliant, that are performed not in
accordance with the duties of our state, against obedience, or
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JULY 21-

- The Centurion’s Servant
' Y

“Lord, T am not worthy that thou shouldst come under my fdof;
but only say the word, and my servant will be healed” (Mt. 8:8).

The callmg of the Gentiles, of which the Magl were the first
fruits, is again offered to our consideration in the faith and
humility of the centurion of Capharnaum.

Lord Jesus, perfect my dispositions of faith, humility, and trust,

The centurion’s request, like that of the leper whose cure
immediately precedes this incident in St. Matthew’s Gospel,
is made with humble deference: “Lord, my servant is lying
sick in the house, paralyzed, and is grievously afflicted.”
Moreover, he did not even venture to come and present his
request in person, but ke sent to him elders of the Jews,
beseeching him to come and save his servant. These Jews
in their zeal went further, perhaps, than the centurion
wished, in entreating our Savior to come with them, for
the centurion had not intended that Jesus should- trouble
Himself to come.to his house. But Jesus replied to the envoys
of the centurion with spontaneous and compassionate char-
ity, “I will come and cure him.” These words would seem
to be deliberately designed to elicit from the centurion his
sublime act of faith: “Lord, I am not worthy that thou
shouldst come under my roof, but only say the word, and
my servant will be healed.” So confident was this man in
the power of Jesus that he was convinced His presence was
not necessary for the cure of his servant and that a word
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JOLY 22

The Widow of Naim
Y

“And as he drew near the gate of the town, behold, a dead man
was being carried out, the only son of his mother and she was
a widow; and a large gathering from the town was with her”
(Lk. 7:12). ,

After curing the servant of the Roman centurion, our Savior left
Capharnaum and journeying inland by a southwest course
came to the town of Naim.

Divine Savior, grant me a continual increase of Your divine life,
for without You I can do nothing.

Our Savior approached Naim accompanied by His dis-
ciples and a large crowd. Near the gite of the town He met
a funeral procession. The mourners were at the head with
the flute and cymbal players; then, immediately before the
plain uncovered coffin borne by four men, walked the
widowed mother of the deceased, weeping inconsolably. The
dead youth, her only son, lay on the bier enveloped in his
shroud, which left only his face uncovered. Finally, there
was the cortege of friends and neighbors. Our Savior had
been the silent witness of many a funeral, but what now
moved His sacred heart was the sad figure of the bereaved
and sorrowing mother. Perhaps He thought of His own
Mother; perhaps, He thought of the day when Mary would
accompany Him to His tomb. And the Lord seeing her,
writes St. Luke, had compassion on her and said, “Do not
weep.” These words had doubtless been repeated to this
woman many times, but now that they were spoken by
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Jesus, they had that efficacy which belongs to His words
alone. He approached the bier and touched it, the bearers
halted, and He said to the corpse, “Young man, I say to thee,
arise” At this simple word from the Lord of life and death,
the young man sat up and began to speak.

There had been and there were to be others who restored
the dead to life, such as Elias, Eliseus, St. Peter, and St.
" Paul; but with what a difference in the manner of accom-
plishment! These men of God prayed and implored and laid
their own body over that of the corpse. ]esus spoke only a
word of command: “I say to thee, arise”; easily, calmly, as
though raising the dead were the most ordinary of actions.
And what great tenderness there is in our all-powerful
Savior! He had a right to this life which He had just
restored, but He did not claim His right. He gave the young
man to his mother. We can readily picture the joy and
gratitude of this woman upon receiving so precious a. gift.
What love for the Savior must have filled the hearts of both
mother and son from this time on!

Twice in the course of her year the Church proposes this
Gospel for our meditation. She would remind us in this
way that we are to see in the sorrowing widow of Naim
a figure of the Church grieving over those of her children
who are dead in sin, so that we may pray with her for their
restoration to life. We should pray also that the supernatural
life which is in the Church may continue to flow abundantly
to us all and produce its fruits; namely, the works of the
Holy Spirit, as St. Paul admonishes the Galatians: If we live
in the spirit, let us also walk in the spirit. The works of
the Spirit which St. Paul especially recommends in this
Epistle are prudent distrust of ourselves and charity toward
our neighbor, particularly those who are of the household

of the faith.
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“Let Thy continual pity cleanse and-defend Thy Church, we
“beseech Thee, O Lord; and because it cannot continue in safety
< without Thee, govern it evermore by Thy help” (Roman Missal)

P , ]ULY 23

Death in the Lord _
Y

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth. Yes, says
_ the Spirit, let them rest from their labors, for their works: follow
" them” (Apoc. 14: 13).

Represent to yourself a religious on her deathbed.

Lord Jesus, grant that I may die the death of the just.

*There is no bitterness in the death of a good religious; for
her last hours are made happy both by the memory of the
past and the anticipation of the future. Such a religious soul
herself could best tell us of the consolations that are hers at
the end of her life. If she were to express her thoughts and
feelings 'at ‘this supreme moment, what would she say to us?
Would she not speak somewhat as follows? How thankful
I am now that I have served my Lord faithfully throughout
my religious life and that I have loved His law above all
else! At last I see that the way of the cross is the royat
foad, and what I-have sowed in ‘tedrs I reap now with joy.
What sweetness there is in the remembrance of the penance
and humiliations that accompanied the observance of my
vows and my Rule! But of whatever vain joys I permitted
myself, of the shadow of honor and reputation with which
I fed my vanity, nothing remains now- but regret.
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word in peace.” The moment which has so long been the

object of her ardent desire has arrived. The last prayers and

blessings are pronounced, the soul at last bursts its bonds,

and with her last breath this fervent religious begins her

new life in a glorious eternity. -~

“O Jesus, while I adore Your dying breath, I beseech You to
receive mine. Being uncertain whether I shall have command
of my senses when I depart from this world, I offer You now
my last agony and all the sorrows of my passing. Since You
are my Father and my Savior, I give back my soul into Your
hands. Grant that the last beat of my heart may be an act of
pure love toward You” (Raccolta).

JULY 24

The Baptist in Prison
Y

“But when John had heard in prison of the works of Christ”
(Mt. 11:2).

The details of the Precursor’s arrest are not recorded in the
Gospel, but we may suppose that he gave himself up freely
and with dignity, although, doubtless, he could have protected
himself by appealing to the people.

O St. John the Baptist, obtain for me the grace of suffering
meritoriously. '

‘He who had been so powerful in word and work now had
his voice muffled by the walls of a prison. The hands which
had baptized thousands, and even the Messias Himself, were
now fettered. St. John the Baptist’s glorious ministry hade
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death. “It was not,” says St. Augustine, “when He com-
manded nature, when He calmed. the tempest, or cured dls-
eases, or raised the dead that He touched the heart of the
thief, but when He hung on the cross in anguish.” The
means used by our Savior and the saints are daily offered
to us. Does it become us who aspire to walk in their foot-
steps to refuse the burden of the cross? Let us cast off all
thought of self-pity and habits of self-indulgence that we
may learn to live the religious life in the spirit of the cross.
O my Savior; help me really. to understand that it is necessary to
fight in order to be crowned, that I must carry my cross daily,
that I must do violence to myself and renounce myself and so
fill up what is lacking of the sufferings of Christ.

JULY 25

bMessenger.f From the Baptist
' Y

“Go and report to John what you have heard and seen” (Mt. 11 4) .

The- report of our Savior’s miracles having reached John even in
prison, he sent two of his disciples to-ask Him if He wéfe the
One who was to come or whether they should look for another:

vame Savior, heal the maladies of my soul as You cured the
bodles of the sick ‘in Palestine. : .

St John'. thc Baptist's intention in sending his disciples to
Jesus was not to ascertain whether He was really the Messias.
Previously and more than once, the ‘Precursor had given
testimony of his faith in Jesus. The request-that He reveal
His identity was to be made for the benefit of the messengers
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sacraments of Jesus Christ. Our Savior's answer was also

prudent. He did not consider that the moment had come as

yet for declaring expressly and in public that He was the

Messias., Jesus did not precipitate events. Each advance in

His revelation of Himself was to have its own time; mean-

while, He left to men of good will the task of seeking and

finding Him.

You are He who is to come, O Jesus! We look for no other. We
were blind and You gave us sight; we were lame, You made
us walk; the leprosy of sin disfigured us, You made us clean;
we were deaf, You opened our ears to Your words; we were
poor and had none to care for us and You came to us with
Your divine aid and consolation. May these benefits continue
more and more fully to be the blessings of Your coming to our
souls, O merciful Jesus!

JULY 26

St. Anne, Mother of Our Lady
Y

(See Festivals and Saints, p. 828)

JULY 27

Jesus, a Stone of Stumbling
Y
“And blessed is he who is not scandalized in me” (Mt. 11:6).
From His response to the disciples of John, Jesus Himself draws
518 / JULY 26~27
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send my angel, and he shall prepare the way before my face.
Finally, Jesus summed up the whole excellence of John

by declaring that among those born of women, no one was .

greater either in his mission or in his sanctity. Other prophets

of the Old Testament may have been equal to St. John
the Baptist, but none was his superior. In the New Testa-
ment, however, no such comparison can be made. Although
the ordinary Christian may be inferior in holiness to the
just of the Old Dispensation, he is superior to them in
dignity, because by Baptism, which incorporates him into

Christ, he is made another Christ. From this point of view,

the least member of the Mystical Body of Christ becomes

greater than John.

In rendering this testimony to His Precursor, Jesus pro-
posed to honor him and reward him for his zeal and for
the selflessness with which he had borne witness to the
Messias. In addition, He intended to confirm in this way
the teachings of John and bring the people to accept ‘them.
We should observe also the delicacy with which Jesus re-
frained from praising John in the presence of his dlsuples
Our Savior will not praise mdlscreetly even when the praise
is well merited. :

O Jesus, how admirable and instructive are Your relations with
Your holy Precursor and his with You! He sent to You, the
Lamb of God, Your first disciples. He thought of himself as
only a voice of one crying in the desert and declared that he
should decrease, but You should increase. He devoted all his
energies toward bringing his disciples to a better knowledge of
You. And You, in Your turn, gave to him magnificent public
praise. You canonized him, as it were, while he was still living
on earth, with Your own divine lnps What a contrast there is
here w1th the disputes and rivalries in which we, the servants
of the same God, sometimes allow ourselves to indulge!
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IULY 30 ,

A Pemtcm‘ Woman
¥

“Now one of the Pharisees asked him to dine with him. . .
And behold, a woman in the town who was a sinner, upon

learning that he was at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought
an alabaster jar of ointment; and standmg behind him at his

" feet, she began to bathe his feet with her tears, and wiped
‘them with the hair of her head, and kissed his feet, and

" anointed them with ointment” (Lk. 7:36-38).

One of the Pharisees of Capharnaum or a neighboring village,

.. less hostile to our Savior than other members of his sect, in-
~vited Him to dine at his house. What his motives were it is
.difficult to say, in view of the reserve and coldness wnth which
. Jesus was received by him. 4 :

Dwme Savior, grant me the grace of advancing continually in
Your love.

During the repast at the Pharisee’s house, 2 woman sud-
denly entered the banquet hall. Judging by the alabaster
vase of ointment which she carried, she was a woman of
wealth. In any case, she was a person of noble character,
possessing as much decisiveness and energy for good as for
evil. Full of faith in Jesus and without regard for the many
witnesses of her open acknowledgment of guilt, she cast
herself at His feet and began to bathe them with her tears
and wipe them with her hair, which she had unbound. This
was a further and notable gesture of humility, for Jewish
women considered it a disgrace to appear in public with
their hair in disorder. Yet, more striking-and precious in
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this conversion than either faith or humility was love, as our
Savior Himself was pleased to remark.

The guests were disconcerted by this incident and the
Pharisee host was scandalized. Further, he was now con-
vinced that our Savior was not a prophet but an ordinary
man; otherwise He would have been able to recognize this
woman as a sinner. The Pharisee did not see her humility,
contrition, and love, but only that she was a sinner. Secure
in the consciousness of his own virtue, this Pharisee viewed
the scene with scorn, both for our Savior and for the woman .
at His feet. Jesus knew his thoughts and the hard lesson
he deserved was immediately forthcoming. With dignity and
severity, yet gently, our Savior obliged the Pharisee to con-
demn himself by answering a simple question based on a
parable of transparently clear application, This poor woman,
the parable teaches, is surely very guilty; as for the Pharisee,
his debt is less great. But the sinner has just given our Savior
proof of a sincere and active love, while the Pharisee had
treated Him with scant respect. Because of the greatness
of her love, the sins of this woman had been forgiven, and
spiritually she is now far superior to the Pharisee, whose guilt
is less, but who lacks faith and love. Thus, in a most strik-
ing manner, Jesus justified this sinful woman. In moving
and beautiful words He spoke of her love and its role in
her justification; and not only once, but twice, He assured
her that her sins were forgiven.

In this incident we may observe the progress of Christian
justification. Faith is its preparation — faith that is not merely
intellectual assent to truths about God, but a turning of the
whole man: mind, will and affections, toward Him. Then,
love, contrition, and confession on the part of the soul, and
mercy on the part of God, complete the work of justification.
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AUGUST 1

The Sower and the Seed
v

“Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God” (Lk. 8:11).
Imagine that you hear Jesus teaching His disciples the meaning
of the parable of the seed.

Divine Master, grant me spmtual understanding of this parable
as it applies to my soul.

St. Gregory the Great nghtly remarks that this parable of ‘
the seed needs no explanation, since Eternal Wisdom Hlmsclf
has told us its meaning. The seed is the divine word. It
may be received interiorly, as by an inspiration, or externally,
. through the sense of hearmg, or through the sense of sight
in reading. The sower is God and the earth is the soul. The
seed falling upon the soil encounters varying degrees of
receptivity. Hardness of heart is represented by the figure
of the sced falling by the wayside and being eaten by the
birds. The unreceptive hear the word of God without wish- _
ing to understand. The seed does not enter into their hearts.
The divine seed, the grace of holiness, is received in vain
by these indifferent and unrecollected souls; and the devil
hastens to assist its removal from their memory.

Other seed falls upon stony ground, yet it takes root and
the grain begins to sprout; but soon, lacking moisture, it
withers away in the heat of the sun. The stony ground is an
image of those who reccive the word of God with interest
and even with joy. They immediately conceive good desires
from which certain good works begin to appear; but a want
of moral earnestness and the unwillingness to make sacrifices
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